
Think-Pair-Share
professor Frank Lyman and his associates, University ol Maryland. Howard County Southern

Teacher Education Center, have developed simple concept development structures, Think'

Pair-Share and Think Trix. Their description follows:

WHY THINK.PAIR.SHARE?
Many teache6 run their classrooms in the'share' mode. Basically this recitation model means that one
srudent talks at a time. Though not tatal for the teacher wfro is proficient at this 'uni'rhodE' strategy, it is
not conducive to a high degrei of pupil response, and lor beginning teachers especially it can be a major

sourca ol control problerns.

ThinR.pair.Share is a 'multl.mode' strategy developcd to encourage student participation in thE

classroom. students arg taught lo use a new resporlss cycle in answering questions. The technique is

simpte to team and is apglicable across all grade levels, distiplines and group sizes. ln some cases (K'12)

stud€nts can lacilitat€ the procass thernsslv€s.

WHAT ANE T'18 COMPONENTS OF THINK.PAN.SNAFE?
. Students tisten while the teacher pos€s a question.
. Students an given time in which to EinB of a responsc.
. Studems aru thsn sometimeg cued to ga[ with a neighbor and discuss lheir responses.
. Finally, stud€rits an invited to lhan th€ir responses with tho whol€ group.

A timc limit is sat lor cach step in the procsss. Many tgachers use oleing devices such as bells, pointers.
hand signalf , or qlbet lo trlovc studrnt! through tha cycla. SludentS may be asked lo write or web
(diagram) thcir nsponseg while in tht think andor pair nEde(s).

WHAT ARE T']E BENEFITS TO STUDEIJ'S?
Studens have timc to et loast think through their own answars to questions before the questions are
ar.1gwered and thr discg$ion npvaa on. Thlyrchcanr rssponses m€ntally, and sometimes verbally with
anoth€r studenl, beforc bcing asked to 3har-! publicly. All students have an opgotlunity to share their
thinking with at lorrt onr othar studfnt, thanby incrcasir'tg thdr ssru! ol involvement.

rnd ls sJch has advantages for sludents in the areas
liking ol othtr studQnts, and liking ol school.

Coopcntivr Lmming rlro her porilivl llfrdt on
handicappd .nd norhrndicrpgrd rt,tdrnll

mlingtrtaming rnd rslation' ships between

S1:ljf.t.ff'?.iiotttffi.loJ:jrfl?:L * to rist.n to oach other more when ensaeed in
Thinlr.prir.shrn rcrlvitlol Miny moro 3tud.nu nF. thair hsndt to rcspond altcr rehearsing in pairs.

Studrnts may hrvr b.nrr ncall dilr to ircnasrd vail tim,'lrd thr quality of rcsponses may be bener.

Lfia student!, tcadlrr! rlgo havf *i ,r- to thhk whcn usnlg Think-Pait Sharc. Thcy can concedrata
on 6ling highrrodrr guattiofu, obteruing gtudtnt ratctiont.-rnO tirtlning to studant rtsponsos. Class
dlsanrbn can bc r rrudr nprl ruhrlng t*rirrcc fort.adr.6 rnd rtudcntg. Finally, Think'Pair'Share is

r|ly to lorm rncl msy to url
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