
Babe Ruth (2/6/1895-8/16/1948) 
  ÒThe BambinoÓ, ÒThe Sultan of SwatÓ, ÒThe Colossus of CloutÓ, ÒThe Big 
GuyÓ -well, whatever you want to call him, many people consider this man to be the 
greatest baseball player of all time. George Herman Ruth, Jr. had seven siblings, 
but only him and his sister, Mamie, had survived past infancy. Ever since he was 
little, George barely saw his parents because of their work in the saloon. From age 
seven to nineteen, George had lived at St. MaryÕs Industrial School for Boys, a 
reformatory and orphanage. There he met the inspiration that led him to his 
legendary baseball career, Brother Matthias. Brother Matthias helped George 
develop a love for baseball as well as for children.  
 Jack Dunn, owner and manager of the Baltimore Orioles, signed George into 
a contract when George was 19-years old. Five months later, The Boston Red Sox 
bought BabeÕs contract, which then enabled him to become a Major League player. 
For the next six years Babe pitched and played outfield for the Red Sox. During this 
time the Red Sox won 89 games and Babe set the World Series record for 

consecutive scoreless innings. Then in 
1920, the Yankees purchased Babe Ruth 
from the Red Sox. Babe led New York to 
seven American League pennants and 
four World Series titles.  
 Ruth married Helen Woodford in 
1914 and together they adopted a 
daughter named Dorothy. They divorced 
somewhere between 1920 and 1926. 
Then in 1929, Ruth married Claire 
Hodsgon and they stayed married until 
BabeÕs death in 1948. 
 Since 1929, Babe had an interest 
of managing a Major League team. Four 
times (Yankees, Braves, Bears, Dodgers) 
he had attempted to become one, but 
never managed to accomplish this. 
 In 1946, Babe was diagnosed with 
throat cancer and passed away in 1948. 
Thousands of fans surrounded his grave 
on the day of his funeral.       

  
 


